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Production and delivery costs have made the 
regular production of a postal Newsletter sadly  
no longer financially possible after this last copy. 
TCHT has struggled with this for some time and 
has been forced to follow the trend to E-
Newsletters delivered via e-mail. This is not 
without regret as many of our supports did not in 
the past have email. Hopefully some of you will 
now be on email. If you do and wish to be on our 
email list please send us an email to 
sue@thecleehilltrust.co.uk   

For those that don’t we will make each 
Newsletter available for download as a pdf at 
www.thecleehilltrust.co.uk. We will also print 
some copies for collection around the hill. 
Currently Hopton Bank Garage and the Clee 
Hill Chip Shop are acting as drop boxes.  

Catch up on news good and Bad 

Hopton School:  

 

Hopton School Mural decoration one of a series designed by 
the pupils and decorating this beautiful little school 

TCHT was asked for advice on a possible future 
use for Hopton school following its closure in the 
summer of 2012. TCHT suggested that this 1872 

heritage building could be used as a study and 
visitor centre for the rich heritage of Clee Hill. 
Considerable time and expense were invested 
by TCHT into this initiative with two public 
community consultations and a scoping study. 
Following the positive response of Clee Hill 
communities to the proposal TCHT continued to 
develop plans for the project through 2012. for 
the community use of the building in partnership 
with the Cleobury branch of Severn Hospice. 
Revised proposals for the school were 
presented to Hopton Wafers parish council in 
March 2013, suggesting the joint use of the 
school as a centre for community crafts with 
future possible potential as a limited access 
visitor centre. The intensity of objections from a 
small pressure group of Hopton residents led 
both TCHT and Severn Hospice to conclude that 
unfortunately the project could not be sustained. 

Novers Woodland: Work continued through 
autumn, winter and spring in the Novers, 
opening up two new pathways, thinning areas of 
dense scrub and planting a variety of trees and 
shrubs. Work was also carried out on the round 
house site with the completion of the circle of 
perimeter posts and bark stripping of roof rafters. 
A series of events were also hosted which 
included: spring dawn chorus walk, wildlife day 
in association with the newly formed Clee Hill 
Community Wildlife Group, a live small mammal 
day and various guided walks. 

 

Spring botanical walk in the Novers 

Throughout the year the Novers also hosted 
three youth activities in association with 
Shropshire Youth Furum as part of ‘wild 
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adventure days’, funded by the Shropshire Hills 
AONB, Sustainable Development Fund. The first 
visit to the Novers  in May with a bonfire and 
falconry event, in late summer an overnight 
camp and finally a food forage and bushcraft 
day. 

 

Shropshire Youth Forum falconry experience in the Novers 

Novers Research: Alongside other wildlife 
recording for plants and butterflies the Novers 
Bird Survey research programme continued into 
its second year. Designed to monitor the effects 
of changes in woodland management on the 
resident nesting bird population. Results for 
2013 show a general fall in bird numbers due 
probably to the severe winter. However nesting 
territories continue to show a positive correlation 
with areas brought into management by TCHT. 
This survey work will continue in 2014. 

HLF Heritage Bid: Over the last 18 months the  
Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership has initiated 
and continued to develop a bid to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for a major project on  Clee Hill. 
TCHT has been fully involved in the design and 
development of this major initiative. Indeed the 
bid itself has grown from the work that TCHT 
has undertaken to raise awareness of the 
importance of the landscape of Clee Hill  over 
the last 7 years. The fronting body is the Clee 
Hill Partnership, which has grown from a TCHT 
initiative with SWT and AONB to bring together a 
variety of interest groups from the Hill. TCHT 

has remained an architect of the heritage focus 
for the bid with  trustees and committee 
members being actively engaged with the 
development providing expert knowledge, 
guides to hill visits and both field and archive 
research. 

 

Map showing areas brought into woodland management with 
nesting territories of robin & wren 

 

 
Field & Mackay no 3 crusher, one of the earliest steel 

reinforced concrete industrial buildings in the UK 

 

Looking Forward; 
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March 23rd Apple Grafting Course, join 
apple expert Wade Muggleton at 10am on the 
23rd. Take home at least 2 heritage apple 
species that you will have grafted. The course 
will be in the activity barn at Marorall Cider Farm 
and will include an illustrated talk, practical 

demonstrations 
and hands on 
session 
(materials & 
tools provided).  
£25 per person 
to include 
lunch 
(concessions 
available) . 
Numbers are 
limited to a 
maximum of 15 
so please book 
in advance. This 

is a rare opportunity to tap into the knowledge of 
one of the UKs leading permaculture apple 
growers and from experience the day is great 
fun. Details www.thecleehilltrust.co.uk 

TCHT has now a forward list of events which 
will include talks walks, courses, a heritage 
walking festival and the resurrection of the 
Mahorall based Autumn Country Fayre.  

Events for the first quarter are listed 
below. 

Feb 26 Illustrated talk on the Benson 
Brook Hydro Join TCHT from 7.30pm at 
Bitterley Village Hall to explore the Benson 
Brook Hydro scheme in comfort, built by Field 
and Mackay between 1881 & 1885 and 
designed to power a stone crusher in Bitterley 
rail yard. Free refreshments provided, raffle, 
donations welcomed. 
 

 

March 8th Tree planting day in the Novers, part 
of the 2014 Climate Week. Join TCHT planting 
trees for a day. Britain is one of the least wooded 
countries in Europe, trees improve the air we breathe. 
Their roots help water travel deep into the soil, 
reducing flooding. By planting more we can capture 
carbon in response to climate change and at the same 
time enhance biodiversity.  

April 10th Archaeological Finds 
Evening 7pm Clee Hill Village Hall 

Have you ever wondered what that odd shaped 
artifact that turned up in the potatoe patch might 
be. Join TCHT and County small finds officer 
Peter Reavill, Finds Liason Officer from Ludlow 
Museum, for a talk and identification session. 
Bring along anything you would like identifying. 
There must be lots of artefacts from the hill that 
help tell the story of Clee Hill, tools, pottery 
anything that you would like to know more about 
or pass on what you may know. Refreshments 
provided, donations to costs appreciated. 

March 9th All Things Mistletoe, join 
Suzanne for a mistletoe planting in the Novers 
woodland. Meeting at 11.am in the Novers car 
park, details on the Trust Web site 
www.thecleehilltrust.co.uk. No charge, donations 
appreciated 

Admin Bits: If you do not wish to receive 
further copies of the TCHT newsletter please 
reply to this email telling us.  

 

 

 If you would like us to send a copy to others that 
you think may like to be included on our mailing 
list please let us know.   
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TCHT Events 2014 

 
Please see www.thecleehilltrust.co.uk  for further details and or directions 
 
Feb 26th  Illustrated talk on the Benson Brook Hydro Scheme, To be held at Bitterley village 
                      Hall. Refreshments provided. Free event but donations to costs appreciated. 1 Clee   
                      Stanton Rd, Bitterley, Shropshire SY8 3HQ, NGR: SO565778  
 
March 8th     Tree planting day in the Novers, part of the 2014 Climate Week. Join TCHT  
                    planting trees for a day. Britain is one of the least wooded countries in Europe, trees   
                    improve air quality. Their roots help water travel deep into the soil, reducing  
                    flooding. By planting more we can capture carbon in response to climate change   
                    and at the same time enhance biodiversity.  We will tag your planted tree with your  
                    name and date so you can watch it grow. SY8 3AJ, NGR SO597738.    
                   
March 9th Mistletoe planting day Sunday 9th March from 11 am- At The Novers   
                     Woodland off Tenbury Road, Clee Hill.  SY8 3AJ, NGR: SO597738.                                           
                     
March 23rd  Apple grafting,  Mahorall cider farm   £25: - to include talk from speaker 
                    apple expert Wade Muggleton, Lunch and at least 2 grafted heritage   

      apple trees for the future. Starts 10am. Mahorall Fm, Nash, Ludlow, Shropshire  
     SY8 3AH, NGR SO597727. 
  

 April 3rd      Small Finds with Peter Reavill Have you ever wondered what that odd shaped  
                   artefact that turned up in the potato patch might be. Join TCHT and County 
                   small finds officer Peter Reavill, finds Liaison Officer from Ludlow Museum, for a  
                   talk and identification session. Knowbury Village Hall, SY8 3JL, NGR: SO575746 
                   £2 at door to cover costs, free refreshments and lottery draw. 
 
Further Details to follow If you wish to be on our email list please send us an email to 
sue@thecleehilltrust.co.uk.   For those that don’t we will make each Newsletter available for download 
as a pdf at www.thecleehilltrust.co.uk. We will also print some copies for collection around the hill. 

May 17th:          Dawn Chorus with John Tucker, Novers, a joint TCHT/CHCWG event, SY8 3AJ, NGR  
                        SO59773   
   
May 31st:          Guided walk to Bitterley Rail Junction and Bensons Brook,  NGR: SO573768 
            
June 4th   Moth and Bat evening, with BBQ, Nover Wood, SY8 3AJ, NGR: SO597738.                   
 
June 21st:        Guided walk, the archaeology of Titterstone Summit, 6.30pm, SO593775                     
 
June 28th:        Green woodworking in the Novers 1, Walking stick, camp fire food,   
              
July 6th:           Green woodworking in the Novers 2, Spoon/Spatula, camp fire food,            
 
July 20th:         Guided walk around the Novers quarries, off pieste,                       
 
Aug 16th:         Guided walk looking at the Dhustone quarry remains and the deep mines  
                       of the eastern plateau Meeting 10.30am SO594753      
 
Sept 7th:          Guided walk from Cleeton St Mary to Titterstone summit via Newfoundwell  
                       (Heritage & Wildlife)  10.30 am SO610786                      
 
Sept 20tht:        TCHT Country Fayre, Back at its original home of Mahorall Cider Farm  
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